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Dear Aaron:

Thank you for coming to Serra High yesterday. I have been 
deeply touched and inspired by your story. As someone who 

abused alcohol, I know how easily addiction can happen and the 
slippery slope takes us down. (I am very thankful for my sobriety). 
Thank you so very much for your time and for sharing your story. 
Thank you for taking the time and energy it took on your part and 

how you so patiently sat on stage for three hours. 
( I am sorry, I probably would have asked you if you and your 

mom would be more comfortable elsewhere.) 

Perhaps you were ok with it ( being on stage), I am not sure. You 
may feel it peaks the audience interest as to what Aaron and you 

will share. Thank you for saying what you did to our students. 
Thank you for your willingness and your mother's willingness to 
share your story to save Serra students lives. I know we are all 

better people for getting to know you.

I was so touched by your mom's love and the relationship you two 
have. You are both such living examples for us; examples of love 
in action and love in strength. You have come such a long way in 
your recovery and it was a thrill to see you in person. I am sure 

you must have incredibly difficult days, but the fact that you care 
about others so much to share your story is such a gift to us. 

Thank you, I know you are going to be blessed because of what 
you do for others. 

I want to do what I can to support you and your family. I know I 
can't do much, but I am praying for you and your family. You know 
how important and priceless a part you play in teaching kids about 
drugs and alcohol dangers. If there is anything else we at Serra, 

GEAR UP or I can do to help you or your family, please don't 



hesitate to ask. I appreciate the gift of your presence and 
message to others. 

Sincerely,
Peggy Jo Holly, Serra GEAR UP Counselor

Dear Sherry:

I am not sure how you spell your name, but you have been in my 
thoughts and prayers as well. I am so touched by your care and 
interaction with Aaron. You are amazing. My husband has had 
several surgeries this year and I have struggled taking care of 

him. You are a true role model of family love and support. I really 
wish I could do something special for you, just to say thank you 
for being such an inspiration to others and such a loyal mom to 

Aaron. 

I really enjoyed your interviewing him on stage and felt you asked 
great questions. It was so powerful for the kids to hear you and 
see Aaron share his experiences. I know lives have been saved 
because of your sacrifice and love and bringing Aaron's story to 

us. Please know you have a real fan in me and if there is anything 
I can do to support or help you, I would be happy to do it. I have 
step children, but am not able to have children. If I did, I hope I 

could be 1/2 the outstanding mom that you are. I have thought of 
the two of you several times since you left our school yesterday 
and I know meeting you both has made a real impact on my life. 

Thank you.

Sincerely, 
Peggy Jo , GEAR UP Counselor



p. s. Thank you for the DVD's! I have to wait until payday to 
contribute, but I am excited to do so! I am thankful to you for 
sharing your story with us.
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! I am a teacher at RBHS and 
I'm so glad our entire school heard your message. Thank you for 
dedicating your time to presenting and educating our students to 
make good choices!

*********************
POWAY HIGH SCHOOL

TESTIMONIAL:
I talked to my peer counseling group this morning about the 
presentation yesterday.  I gave the highlights of the presentation 
to those who missed it and asked for feedback from those who 
were there.  Everyone who said anything about the assembly had 
very positive things to say.  They liked the combination of getting 
facts and then seeing Sherrie, Erin and Mike.  They said that it 
was something they thought about all day long and talked to 
others about. 
 
With only one week’s notice, Rocky Herron (DEA) and the Rubin 



family (Sherrie, Mike and son Aaron) came to Poway High School 
to put on a presentation about the dangers of drugs.  Rocky 
reached the audience with his compassion for his job and 
eagerness to save lives. His presentation was a mixture of Power 
Point slides, pictures, video clips, and stories from his 20 years as 
a drug enforcement agent.  While he didn’t talk down to the 
students or even specifically tell them not to do drugs, the 
message was loud and clear about why they shouldn’t do drugs.  
With approximately 1000 students in attendance, I was worried 
about students getting too antsy and not paying attention.  I was 
pleasantly surprised that the students not only paid attention but 
were engaged listeners for more than an hour.  At the end of the 
presentation the Rubin family was introduced.  When Sherrie 
asked Aaron questions about his thoughts about drugs and his 
former friends, and Aaron’s replies were given by 1 or 2 fingers 
being raised (since he is unable to talk), every single eye was on 
them as they took in the message.  Approximately thirty students 
stayed after the assembly to talk to the Rubin’s and to Rocky, and 
to thank them for speaking.  Of these thirty students, I would 
venture a guess that at least half of them have used drugs/alcohol 
so this proved to me that the presentation got to them.  I would 
recommend this presentation to all schools.
Thanks again for sharing your lives with us yesterday and for 
making a difference.  We all know that this is an uphill battle but 
one which we must all fight together. 
Traci Barker-Ball
Poway High School
Student Services Coordinator
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